
Proper 21A – Gurnee 
Jonah: The Best Prophet of All Time. Period 
 
Jonah is one of my favorite books of the Bible.   
 
I love Jonah, and not just because it was the subject of the first feature length 
Veggie Tales movie, though that is a plus (“we are the pirates, who don’t do 
anything…) 
 
I love the book of Jonah  

because Jonah is the best prophet of God of all time. Period. 
 

If you have not read it, you should, its four chapters, two pages.  And 
wonderful. 
 
Lets review: 
 
The Message version opens like this: 

One day long ago, GOD’s Word came to Jonah, Amittai’s son: “Up on your feet 
and on your way to the big city of Nineveh! Preach to them. They’re in a bad way 
and I can’t ignore it any longer.” 
 

You already love it, don’t you? 
 
So, Jonah, hearing these instructions from God, does what the best prophet of all time 
would do – he gets on a ship going in the opposite direction.  
 
(Now, we don’t know why Jonah doesn’t do what God asks at this point yet…) 
 
The ship on which Jonah is sailing, is crewed by people who worship other gods.   
 
Then a huge storm blows in, the ship is being tossed all around and the sailors are 
throwing things over the side in an effort to stay afloat and they are praying and 
pleading with their Gods…. 
 
And Jonah, the best prophet of all time, is in the hold of the ship, fast asleep.  
 
So, one thing leads to another, the sailors learn that Jonah is a prophet of the God of 
the Hebrews, you know, the God who made all of heaven and earth,  
and that he is running away from God  



and they say, “OK, YHWH, God of the Hebrews!  Please don’t make us responsible for 
this man’s death, please show us mercy.  Do what you will with him, but show us 
mercy!” 
 
And they throw Jonah overboard. 
 
And the sea is instantly stilled. 
 

And … 
16 The sailors were impressed, no longer terrified by the sea, but in awe 
of GOD. They worshiped GOD, offered a sacrifice, and made vows. 

 
Jonah, the best prophet of all time, has converted an entire ship of sailors, 
while napping in the hold. 
 
Now this is the part where we get to Jonah in the belly of the whale.  
 
He is in the belly of the whale three days, he prays to God, and then the whale 
spits him out.  
 
So God sends him on to Nineveh again and this time he actually goes. 
 
Now, Nineveh is this enormous city. It says in the Bible that it takes three days 
to walk across it.   
 
So Jonah walks into the gates, goes about a third of the way in – one day’s 
walk and says, ““In forty days Nineveh will be smashed.” 
 
Then Jonah splits,  

and goes to a hillside overlooking Nineveh to watch the fireworks when 
God brings down his wrath on the City.  

 
And you know what happens?  
 
 The city’s leaders hear Jonah’s words. 

And they call on the whole city to repent 
They all begin to fast, they put on burlap clothes and sit in the dirt to 
show their repentance and pray to God. 

 And by “all” I mean including their animals: “herds and flocks” it says. 



So imagine this: an entire huge city, every man woman child, horse, cow 
and donkey, wearing burlap, sitting in the dirt, praying for mercy.  

  
Jonah walked a little way into town,  
basically whispered the message from God,  
then zoomed out to wait on a hill to see God smash the joint into dust… 
 
And he converted the whole city. And their little dogs, too.  
Best. Prophet. Of. All. Time. 
 
Jonah is not even really trying to do Gods’ work,  

in fact he is actively avoiding it –  
and he manages to convert everyone he comes into contact with.  
 

Which begs the question: what could he do if he really applied himself?  
 
In the final chapter of the book of Jonah, God and Jonah get into an argument.  
 
God sends Jonah a tree for shade and Jonah loves it.  Then God sends a worm 
that eats up the tree and there is no shade, and Jonah goes into a snit.  
 
And God says to Jonah, “Wait a minute. You are all worked up because you 
don’t have a tree to shade you on the hill and you could have cared less about 
the 120,000 people in Nineveh whose lives were saved?”  
 
Are you so focused on your personal comfort and convenience that you can’t 
see the really big picture? 
 

 
This all came to mind to me a few weeks ago when Cook County passed a ONE 
cent per ounce soda tax.  
 
And there were banging of fists and gnashing of teeth.  
 
I am going to pay $2.88 cents more for my case of soda! 
 
And I was thinking, Ok,- setting aside the fact that this tax disproportionately 
impacts marginalized and impoverished people- 
The big picture is: the united states has an obesity epidemic  



but globally, 795 million people in the world is starving.  
13% of all of God’s children don’t have enough to eat to sustain their 
bodies. 
One in 9 people go to sleep at night with empty bellies. 

But it costs me 12 cents more to buy a soda? 
Yeah, the whole thing reminded me of the book of Jonah. 
 

 
The book of Jonah asks us two very hard questions.   
One is:  do you have your eyes on the prize, really? 

Is it “the one who dies with the most toys wins”? 
Or is it “this is the difference you made in the world?” 
Are you worried about your shade tree when there are tens of thousands 
to be saved?  
 

That’s one of the questions Jonah asks us. 
 
The other is, what could you do if you gave it your all? 

Jonah barely tried at all and saved a city of tens of thousands,  
not to mention the pirates who don’t do anything. 

What could he have achieved if he actually tried? 
 
It’s a big world and God is a big God.  What could you do if you really stretched 
yourself?  
 

 
Now, many of you know I am professional church fundraiser. 
And we are in our stewardship season at Annunciation. 
And I am going to take a moment here to talk to you about your annual pledge. 
But not in the usual way.  
I am going to ask you to think about what you gave last year.  
Just think of the number in your head.   
Did giving that amount of money challenge you?   

Now, I’m not asking, “would you rather have bought a new couch than 
give money to Annunciation – of course you would- I love a good couch 
 
I’m asking if it challenged your budget, if you were aware of the gift as 
you gave it every month? 



And if you have already filled out a pledge card for this year.  Did you write the 
same number as last year?  How did you arrive at that number? 
 
Because the book of Jonah asks us two very hard questions:  
 Do you have your eyes on the prize, really? 
  Are you giving out of gratitude to God? 
  Are you giving with a sense of abundance?  

Are you giving more to the church every month than your car 
payment because your church means more to you than your car? 
Do you have your eyes on the prize, really? 
 

And the other question is: 
 What could you do if you really tried? 
  Since I’ve been here – in just the few months that I have been here 

• We collected over $3000 in gift cards and 2 car loads of 
gifts for Cory's Project. On Super Bowl Sunday, we 
brought in 125 cans of soup for people who are food 
insecure  

• We gathered up 1000 pairs of socks for Sock It To Me 
Sunday- that’s two thousand feet! 

• And raised $660.40 to support our ASP travelers. 
(and that’s just the stuff Sue is keeping track of!) 
 

  What could we achieve if we all increased our pledges by 3%? 
Or if those of us who can increase by 4%, knowing our neighbors 
may not all be able to.  
What could we achieve if we really gave it our best effort. 
 

Deacon Linda likes to say that we are the tools that God has to work with in 
the world.   

At the risk of sounding crass, we are God’s wallet. 
What could we achieve – what could God achieve through us – if we really gave 
it our all?  
 
One final thing to note about the book of Jonah. 
There is a third question. 
The book of Jonah is one of two books of the Bible which end with a question 
mark 
 (The other is Lamentations) 



 
I’d like to read it to you if I may: 
 10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 
perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great 
city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who 
do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 
Here is the question that God is asking Jonah – that God is asking us. 
Are we going to be concerned about the tree or the people? 
Are we going to worry about the price of a soda or global famine? 
Are we going to be guided by your priorities or by God’s priorities? 
 
And here’s the thing.  The book ends on a question mark.   
God is still waiting to hear our response.  
 
 


