
 

 

 



 

 



 

 

ThanksLiving 

AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 

To love God, and to love all creation, is to follow the first and 

greatest commandment.  God has, in abundance, provided all 

that we need not only to survive, but to thrive. God calls us to live 

as generous stewards in response to God’s abundance and sus-

tenance. Living into our call to be stewards who depend on God’s 

gracious giving and character is no doubt a lifelong journey. We 

commit ourselves to depend on God’s abundant provisions to 

sustain us in our daily walks individually and to have an attitude 

of gratitude together.  

Stewardship is not just a way to raise money. Our practice of 

Stewardship is a faithful response to the recognition that all we 

have is a gift from God. The Episcopal Church has witnessed to 

the tithe (10%) as the minimum standard of Christian giving. 

Many people have achieved this goal, and for many others, it is a 

standard they are working towards. We hope you will take a step 

out in faith and continue to give generously out of the gifts God 

has given you.  

 

“As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to 

be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of  riches, but ra-

ther on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoy-

ment.” – 1 Timothy 6:17 

 

THE MAGNITUDE OF GOD’S LOVE 

The mission of Christ Episcopal Church is to welcome and in-

spire all people to faith, hope and spiritual growth through wor-

ship, Christian fellowship, and service to one another and to the 

community beyond.  
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 CHRIST CHURCH IS A CHURCH THAT 

LOVES GENEROUSLY 

Jesus said we should love others as God loves us—selflessly, sacrifi-

cially, with understanding and forgiveness. Through our commitment 

to service and mission to the community and our world, we grow to-

gether and challenge ourselves to love better, to love more, and to 

know God’s love fully. 

Christ Church is a place where questions are welcomed. Often, the 

questions can never be answered, but together we wrestle with the 

tension of doubt and truth. As a community, we find love, hope, and 

healing. We experience authentic worship together and have mean-

ingful conversations. We are a worshiping community in love with 

God which strives to know Jesus Christ as our Savior and to serve 

Him as Lord. 

We are a place for everyone, no matter where we are on our journey 

with God. Christ Church exists to help us each discover who God is. 

Transformation is hard work and we are committed to working togeth-

er, challenging one another as we work to cultivate dynamic minis-

tries through prayer, worship, music, education, fellowship, and pas-

toral care. 

The Vision of Christ Church is to be a church that loves the way God 

loves. We are humbled that you are a part of that journey and a part 

of that vision.  

 

This year, we are supporting 

Christ Church’s annual cam-

paign because we are grate-

ful for the impact that Christ 

Church has had on our lives 

and our community, and, we 

are supporting Christ 

Church’s annual campaign 

because we want this 

church to have as much to 

offer our children as it has 

the rest of our family.   

- Betsy & Rob Jutras  

(with Parker 

& Henry) 

 

Gratitude is the quality of 

being thankful; readiness 

to show appreciation for 

and to return kindness. Be-

cause of God’s love, we 

love one another.  We care 

for one another and our 

community.  Out of care for 

others, we give what we 

have away. Be a part of 

giving yourself away by 

making a pledge of support 

to continue this life-giving 

work in our church family 

and in our community.  

         - Butch & Letha Ricks  



 

 

Christ Church helped me 

find my passion, outreach, 

be it our own people or 

people I have never met, 

and our outreach affects 

hundred of people.   

 - David Cook 

 

The reason I continue to 

increase my giving each 

year to Christ Church is Je-

sus.  Jesus calls us to ac-

tion by commanding us to 

love our neighbors and to 

love God with all our hearts, 

minds and strength.   Christ 

Church does that by wel-

coming and loving ALL of 

Gods children - regardless 

of our differences of color, 

ethnicity, race, gender, age, 

sexual preference and even 

religion.  And for that I am 

very grateful.   

 - Deborah Cook 

CHRIST CHURCH IS A CHURCH THAT 

GIVES GENEROUSLY 

 

How do we see the magnitude of God’s love? 

At Christ Church, it is through the hours served, dollars given, and care 

shown. 

Did you know… 

• It takes nearly 100 VOLUNTEER HOURS to make Worship hap-

pen each Sunday. That’s 5,200 hours each year!  

• Eleven different local agencies benefited from the $13,500 

RAISED by the 2,500 PUMPKINS and 6,000 COOKIES sold dur-

ing Pumpkin Patch and Cookie Walk in 2016. It takes hundreds 

of hours to make each of those events happen. 

• Each young person at our after-school program Growing in 

Grace received over 10 HOURS PER WEEK of one-on-one time 

with a mentor. 

• Clergy and trained lay leaders provide over 70 HOURS PER 

MONTH of pastoral care. 

• Sunday School teachers devote over 40 HOURS PER YEAR, PER 

PERSON, preparing and teaching our youngest members. 

• 18 MEMBERS of Christ Church feed roughly 225 HUNGRY 

PEOPLE over two Sunday mornings per month at Religious Com-

munity Services. Members of Christ Church provide the $500 for 

each Sunday breakfast.   



 

 

As a military family we have a 

unique perspective. We have 

moved a couple times already. 

From day one at Christ Church 

we were welcomed with open 

arms. As a new Dad it is over-

whelming to see the depth and 

breadth of our collective com-

mitment to teaching our 

youngest parishioners of the 

power of God's love.  

- Guy Smith (With 

Lacee and Dixon) 

 

ThanksLiving… 

  AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 
 
Dear Church Family, 

 

We have an exciting year ahead of us! 

 

We welcome warmly your commitment to this 
pledge campaign, which will support the minis-
tries of Christ Church in 2018.  

 
Our commitment to you is that the money you 
invest in the work of the church will be put to 
thoughtful and prayerful use to enable the cre-
ation of effective ministries that will have far-
reaching benefits throughout our community. 

 

The church leadership has made the commit-
ment to examine our own giving. Just as we 
are asking you to consider your pledge for 
2018 carefully and prayerfully, we shall do the 
same. We shall not simply pledge the amount 
we pledged last year. 

 

We make the commitment to discern what it 
means for each of us to respond to our own 
attitude of gratitude. We shall celebrate God 
and our faith by giving the best of ourselves as 
we make our pledges.  

 

And as leaders of Christ Church, we shall 
make our pledges remembering that we have 
the opportunity to bring about life-giving trans-
formation in our city and congregation in the 
coming year. We promise this discernment of 
our commitment and we invite you in this same 
discernment as well. 

 

May God so inspire us to a fresh awareness of 
God’s blessing in this life that we may be 
strengthened to bring to God the best of our-
selves through our pledges. 

 

In Christ, 
 

Butch & Letha Ricks 

Joe Mansfield 

The Rev. Paul Canady, Rector 

The Rev. Cortney Dale, Associate Rector 

The people of Christ Church 

have accepted and loved Pat 

and me and our family, 

through Jesus Christ. The 

people of Christ Church have 

been there for us in times of 

joy and celebration and in 

times of difficulty and sadness. 

Christ Church has been an 

important part of our lives. 

Every year we support Christ 

Church’s annual campaign 

because we are grateful for 

Christ Church giving us a lov-

ing and caring community in 

which to raise our family.  

 - Ken & Pat McCotter 



 

 

ThanksLiving… 

A FINANCIAL & FAITH COMMITMENT FOR 2018 

2018 Christ Church Pledge Certificate 

Please return by November 19, 2017 

Having prayed about this annual pledge to fund the mission of Christ Church in 2018 and in the context of an 

attitude of gratitude for all that God has given to me/our family, please be advised of the 2018 pledge of                   

                                     during the next fiscal year (January 1, 2018 to December 31, 2018). 

  

(I/We realize that in the event of a financial problem in 2018, we can confidentially adjust our pledge by call-

ing the church office).  

 

 

 

$                                       Yearly 

Thank You  

FOR YOUR COMMITMENT 
 

You will be sent a letter confirming 

your pledge in December 2017 and a 

letter for your tax use reflecting your 

2017 contributions in January 2018. 

 

Please send your pledge card to: 

 

Stewardship Campaign 

Christ Church 

320 Pollock Street 

New Bern, NC 28560 

 

You may also pledge online at  

ChristChurchNewBern.com 

Signature(s) 

 

Name(s) 

 

Address 

 

Phone Email 

I/We intend to give:  (a weekly pledge is very helpful in our financial planning!) 

□ Weekly       □ Monthly       □ Quarterly       □ Full Amount Once Yearly  

By:  □ Automatic Bank Transfer    □ Offering Plate Giving   

              □  I/We request pledge envelopes 

□ I/We are interested in making a separate gift (in addition to the annual support listed above) to a specific project for which funds 

are needed. Please have the someone contact me about having this conversation. 

□ I/We are interested in receiving information about planned giving (estate planning, charitable trusts, making a will or living will, 

etc.) Please contact me/us about this by sending literature which will help to inform my/our planning. 

 



 

 

 

320 Pollock St., New Bern, NC 28560 

Christ@christchurchnewbern.com 

252.633.2109 

www.christchurchnewbern.com 

IT TAKES ALL OF US 

TO LIVE OUT THE 

MAGNITUDE  

OF GOD’S LOVE. 
Many years ago, 5,000 hungry people were on a hillside near Jerusalem. One small child 

had five fish and two loaves of bread. The child put the fish and bread in Jesus’ hands, 

Jesus thanked God for them, and everyone had more than enough to eat! When we put 

the resources we have into the hands of Jesus, we have more than we can ever need to 

show the magnitude of God’s love for the world.  

 

God loves us. We love God by serving one another and our community. 

Every generous act of  giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 

down from the Father of  lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 

due to change. James 1:17 


