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ThanksLiving: An Attitude of  Gratitude 
               Reflection on Stewardship  
                 by Letha & Butch Ricks 
              Presented at Christ Church  
                         October 8, 2017 
 

Loving God 
You love all creation and call us to 

follow the first and greatest 
commandment. God, in your 

abundance, you provided all that we 
need not only to survive, but to thrive. 

You call us to live as generous 
stewards in response to God’s 

abundance and sustenance, living 
into our call to be stewards who 

depend on God’s gracious giving and 
character. May we commit ourselves 

to depend on your abundant 
provisions to sustain us in our daily 
walks individually and to have and 

attitude of gratitude  
together.AMEN 

 

Today we would like to share our faith 
journey at Christ Church.  I am Butch 
Ricks, a native New Bernian raised at 
Tabernacle Baptist Church. My wife 
Letha was raised in the Christian 
Church.  We were married in 1984 and 
moved to New Bern 1985. We have 
been members of Christ Church thirty 
three years. God blessed us with two 
children, Britt and Lea. We are  very 
grateful for the solid Christian 
foundation they received.  Christ 
Church has given our family many 
dynamic opportunities to worship 
together.  I have served as a Sunday 
school teacher, EYC chaperone,  
breakfast kitchen crew,  Angel Tree 
assistant, Building and Grounds 
volunteer, tee ball coach, Eucharistic 
Visitor, Chairman of the Ushers, 
member of the Vestry and Sr. Warden. 

 

Letha 
When Butch and I moved to New Bern 

and started attending Christ Church,  
we were immediately drawn to this 
beautiful historic church.  We 
appreciated the clergy, the parish’s 
spiritual energy and welcoming 
approach and oh yes, the compelling 
stained glass window behind the altar. 
Jesus, with his open arms welcoming 
children was very comforting on so 
many levels. Butch and I have over 65 
years of nurturing young children and 
their families. And yes, this window 
touches us from our perspective as 
educators, but it also stirs the 
reassurance that God loves us, 
protects us and richly provides for us. 
I truly felt this is my church…this is 
our church!   

 

While attending Christ Church over 
the last three decades, I have been 
given many opportunities to grow 
spiritually as well as express my 
gratitude for all the gifts God has given 
me.  I have offered my time and talent 
by teaching Sunday school, bible 
school, volunteering in the nursery, 
supporting EYC, supporting parish life 
in addition to serving as Vestry Clerk, 
Senior Warden, Chairman of the 
Search Committee and now 
Stewardship Committee Co-Chair.  I 
am also certainly grateful for my 
husband, my children, good health 
and many supportive friends.  My ever 
growing faith journey has led me to 
realize that these gifts as well as many 
others are gifts from God.   
 

Butch 
We invite you to join us in pledging 
and giving to our annual campaign. 
Our goal is to increase the number of 
pledges by six percent and our 
individual giving by three percent. 
What is your passion for serving at 
Christ Church?  Your pledge supports 
our church as we continue to touch 
lives through our mission and 
ministry.  

 

There are two avenues to consider as a 
way to pledge: The Biblical standard of 
tithing which is giving ten percent of 
what God has blessed us with or the 
contemporary standard. First, begin 
giving. If you are not a giver, begin. 
Put a check in the Sunday offering, as 
you are able. Our hope is that all of our 
households will be “ThankLiving” 

giving households.  Second, make a 
pledge. A pledge is a promise to give a 
specific amount during the year.  

 

Pledges assist the Vestry to more 
accurately estimate the resources that 
will be available for the ministry of the 
parish in a given year. Pledges may be 
increased or decreased during the 
course of the year due to changes in 
circumstances.  Third, strive to be a 
proportional giver, which means 
committing to give a percentage of 
your income back to God. Proportional 
giving is a more intentional 
approach to Christian giving than 
pledging. The average for charitable 
giving in the U.S. is between two 
percent and three percent. Fourth, 
become a tither. Intentionally increase 
the proportion of your Christian giving 
until you reach the Biblical standard of 
ten percent.  

 

Letha  
Gratitude is the quality of being 
thankful; readiness to show 
appreciation for and to return 
kindness. Because of God’s love, we 
love one another.  We care for one 
another and our community.  Out of 
care for others, we give what we have 
away. Be a part of giving yourself away 
by making a pledge of support to 
continue this life-giving work in our 
church family and in our community.  
Every generous act of giving, with 
every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change.  
James 1:17 It is easy in the midst of 
daily life to forget to say thanks for 
what we’ve received. Join us in giving 
this year to Christ Church’s campaign 
and ThanksLiving into a new spirit of  
gratitude. 
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In peace we pray to you, Lord God 

For our ill and recovering parishioners:  
Art  Vance, Muriel Latham, Barbara Willis, Dottie Parker,  
Gary Derck,  Janet Stevens, Jackie Barney, Linda Lore, Mike 
Pridgen, Sonja Doran, Sue Hartley, Barbara Schmalhofer, Jim, 
Mary Hasell,  Catherine Bender, Betty Jane Bonapartian, Bob 
and Joan Burnett, Audrey St. John,  Champ Mitchell, Janet 
Anderson, Margi, Bradley, Joe Freemon, Ray Stark, Bob Kohn,   
Linda Howell, David Hancock, Janice Millns, Nicholas 
Pridgen,  Betty Paramore,  Susan Rivenbark, Mary Kay 
Farnham, Warren Meadows,  Janet Corcoran,  Rex Willis III, 
John Reichenbach, Hal Cameron, Linda Foster, Anne Lutton, 
Charlie Mitchell,  Robert Lane, Barbara Odderstol, Thom 
Wilson,  Evelyn Hunter, LaVonne Reamer, Ed Czernik, Bill 
Wilson, Pat Polk 

 

For our families and friends:   
Bella, Natalie, Natalie, Richard, Nancy, Connor, Miles, 
Andrew,  Everett, Michael, Edward, Jay, Roy, Gracie, Colt, 
Ken, Monty, Charles, Brett, Deanna,  Cindy, Don, LaBinda, 
Barry, Rusty, Owen, Bobby, Anne, Brenda & Family, Liesel, 
Tate, Audra, Sally, Ruth, Kathy, Nancy, Denise, Tony, 
Barbara, Charlie,  Ann, Mathias, Katherine, Alex, Linda, 
Ginny, Dennis, Mary Dunn, Jim, Dorothy, Teresa, Bill, Robert, 
Michael,  Julia,  Ian, Lee, Jessica, Michael, Dan, Steve, Andy, 
Beth,  Matthew 

 

For our deployed military: 
Capt. Jason White, Cpl. Jason Church, Sgt. Bill Jarvis, Capt. 
Paul Truog, LCPL Ross Drury,  Andrew Konzen, Capt. 
Delbert R. Patton, SSG Andrea D. Eubanks, CW02 Justin 
Harshner,  Army Spec. Devin Clarke, Capt. John Jones 

 

For our parishioners in boarding school and college: 
Amanda Buffa, Ashley Buffa, Davis Cook, Anna Louise 
Flanagan, Campbell Huddle, Jack Huddle, William Little, 
Alex Norwood, Carlee Peele, Htoo Soe, Kiaishia Squires, John 
Thomas, Zack Thuringer, Dequan Williams 
 

For all refugee families especially: 
Leonardo, Viviana and Mariann 
 
For those who mourn: 
The family and friends of Beth Cochran 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:   
All Saints, Southern Shores 

Calendar 
 

                   Sunday, October 15                    
 

            7:30am        Eucharist I     
     8:45am         Eucharist II   Contemporary Music 

    10:00am        No Sunday School 
   11:00am         Eucharist II Traditional Music 
          At St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church 
                                   

                Monday, October 16           
            

                              9:00am        Christ Church Cooks 
         10:00am          Home Place 
         10:45am          McCarthy Court 
         11:30am          Small Wonders NA 
         12:00pm          Contemplative Group 
           2:00pm          ECW Board Meeting 
           7:00pm          Vestry Meeting 
             
                  Tuesday, October 17 

          8:00am          Holy Eucharist  
        10:00am           Women’s Book Study 
          2:00pm           OSL 
          5:15pm           ECW Dinner 
          6:30pm           Small Wonders NA 

 
                     Wednesday, October 18 
 

         10:00am         Holy Eucharist /Healing Service 
   11:00am         Rector’s Bible Study - Gospel of 
                          St. Luke 

            4:30pm        Music & Movement for children 
     5:15pm        Wednesday Night Adult Ed. 
                          (Harrison Center) 

            6:00pm        EfM  
     6:15pm         AA meeting (open) 
     7:00pm         Parish Choir 

 
            Thursday, October  19 
   10:00am        Brookdale Senior Living 
   10:45 am       Berne Village 
     4;00pm        Evangelism Meeting  
     6:30pm         Small Wonders  
      6:30pm         Deanery Meeting 

 

                   Friday, October 20 

 

                 Saturday, October 21  

 
               8:00am        Men’s Breakfast/Harrison Center 
              10:30am       Francisians - Anne Ocorr 

 

                       Sunday, October  22 
 
     7:30am         Eucharist I 
     8:45am         Eucharist II   Contemporary Music 

    10:00am         Sunday School for all ages 
   11:00am         Eucharist II Traditional Music 
     4:00pm          Newcomer Social      
     5:00pm          Foyers Starts @ Martha Ross     

The flower on the altar are given to the Glory of 
God and in memory of Robert Craig Rial and 
Jeanne Wright Dorn, father and mother of Judi 
& Bill Dorn, Jimmy Shine by Helen Shine and 
Margaret Anne Baumgardt, sister of Jean 
Reichenbach. 
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EYC Fall Schedule 

 

October 15th 
Selling Pumpkins  

during  MumFest from  
4-6 pm 

 

October 22nd 
Just Middle School 

EYC 

October 29tt  
Fall Festival 3-6 pm 

 

November 5th 
P.O.D.  

 

November 12th 
Regular EYC 

 

November 19th 
Regular EYC 

 

November 26th 
Thanksgiving Weekend  

(No EYC) 

 

December 3rd 
P.O.D. 

 

December 10th 
Parent’s Night Out 

 

December 17th 
End of Year EYC 

Event 

Thank you lettering from Stepping Up Camper 
 

09/05/2017 

 

Dear sponsors: 
Thank you so much for allowing me to attend summer camp 

and for being able to experience this. It was a fun and a very informa-
tive learning experience. I learned to be a team builder and I have also 
learned to work with others as well as to be a team leader, my greatest 
accomplishment was to help other children.  

I became closer to God, when that happened I started to trust 
more people and started to interact with people who I meet and I 
gained more confidence of putting myself out there. Allowing me to 
attend camp I might be able to start working there for the summer 
when I turn 18, I am very excited to take on the adventure. While I was 
there the workers that was training me gave me a name “Sketti” I hope 
I spelled it right but I had a blast while I was staying there for 2 weeks 
and I would recommend that to more children. 

Thank You So Much, You are VERY APPRECIATED and I look 
forward to paying it forward for what I have learned and experienced! 
 
Sincerely,       
Romero Cox II 

Camp Hope 2017 Video 

To see the fun and activities this year’s Camp Hope campers had please visit the following link 
https://vimeo.com/236753177 and enter the password camphope.  This is a great opportunity for the 

parish to see another example of the great work that Christ Church does in supporting this  
terrific program. 

https://vimeo.com/236753177
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3 DAY TRIP TO BLACK MOUNTAIN  

Christ Church Classifieds 

 

NOTICE TO ARTISTS! 

 

This notice is going to many of 
the artists who have shown in our 
exhibits and might want to partic-
ipate in the Guild.  The group is 
not closed but open to those who 
share it mission.  Please let me 
know if you are interested or 
know someone else at Christ 
Church who has a background in 
visual arts who might be. The 
next meeting will be Sunday, October 22 in the Library 
(or somewhere) at Church after the 11:00 service -12:30. 
 

We need to plan the next several exhibits for the Parish 
Hall and Harrison windows, and consider a request from 
Father Paul to create a mural for a wall 
in the Youth/Music building. 
 

If you have any suggestions for the Guild's considera-
tion, please put them in writing and if possible email 
them to those listed above before we meet.  If you have 
any questions, please call me and we can chat about 
them. 
 
Thanks, Donna Rhein    (252) 670-1993 

Will take place Sunday October 
29th.  Remember all 
contributions go straight to 
outreach—no overhead.  UTO 
envelopes and boxes will be 
available in the pews prior to the 
collection. 

NEWCOMER SOCIAL 

Please join us Sunday October 22, 2017 from 4:00-
5:00pm in the Parish House.  Invitations have been sent 
to newcomers that have arrived within the past year.  
Hopefully we did not miss anyone but all newcomers are 
welcome.  Childcare will be provided for preschool 
children by reservation only.  Please RSVP to Betty 
Clarke 637-7657 or Harry Gormley at 

Surviving the Holidays 
A Grief Support Seminar at Christ Church  

 

When: Saturday November 18,  
10am-2pm, lunch included  

Where: Chr ist Church Par ish House  
Who: facilitated by the Rev. Cor tney Dale and the 
Rev. Barbara Bornemann, open to anyone who's grief 

might be troubling them this holiday season.  
Cost: No charge, donations accepted to cover  cost of 

lunch and materials.  

 

Registration: Please register by calling the church -  
(252) 633-2109, or by  

emailing cortneydale@christchurchnewbern.com 

 
(open beyond Christ Church parishioners- please share 

this event with friends and family.) 

Cursillo Ultreya will be held this Sunday October 15th at 3:00 pm at St. Christophers in Havelock.  We will be 
carpooling from the Christ Church parking lot at 2:30pm.  Call Connie Whitney if you want additional 
information.  252-633-1931 

INFLUENTIAL WOMEN OF CHRIST 
CHURCH WOMEN 

 

The Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of North 
Carolina have an on-line history of influential and 
prominent women in the Episcopal Church of this state. 
Thanks to the efforts of several people here, several women 
of Christ Church are featured in this history. Visit http://
www.ecw-nc.org/by-word-and-example to see recent 
biographical sketches of Bettye Paramore and Dr. Lula 
Disosway. Elizabeth Gordan Griffin, Caroline Ann Widner 
Hughes, and the Rev. Dr. Pat Thomas have also been 

  MEN’S BREAKFAST - SAT. OCT. 21st. 

        8am at the Harrison Center. See you there! 

         ECW DINNER - OCTOBER 17th 
Join us at  5;15pm at the Harrison Center for the 
Annual ECW Dinner. This year’s speaker is Canon 
Sonny Browne. A buffet dinner of stuffed chicken and 
beef-tips will be served at 6:00pm. - the cost is $20 per  
person. Please sign up in the church reception area or 
call Suzanne at 252-633-2109 to sign up.  

          Hand Bells 
Christ Church is alive with the possibility of sounds 

from hand bells 

We are looking to restart the Hand Bell Choir at Christ Church.  We 
are looking for those that would like to participate in this music 

ministry. Prior handbell ringing experience not necessary, but some 
ability to read music is needed.  There are many bells and not enough 

hands to play.  The main requirement is you have a love of music and be 
willing to attend practices.  There will be a display of bells in the Parish 

House on Sunday October 29, 2017.  You are invited to come see the bells 
and try your hand at playing one or just to get more information about 

the bell choir.  There will be a sign-up sheet at that time. 
 

We are hoping there is enough interest to join the group.  No practices 
have been scheduled at this time.  If you would like more information 
please contact Kathleen Gormley at gormley1@suddenlink.net or by 

phone 634-1749.  Looking forward to hearing from you! 
 

Hand Bell Committee:  Jean Reichenbach, Janet Peregoy & Kathleen Gormley 

tel:(252)%20633-2109
mailto:cortneydale@christchurchnewbern.com
tel:(252)%20633-1931
http://www.ecw-nc.org/by-word-and-example
http://www.ecw-nc.org/by-word-and-example
mailto:gormley1@suddenlink.net

